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SUBCHAPTER Q—EQUIPMENT, CONSTRUCTION, AND 
MATERIALS: SPECIFICATIONS AND APPROVAL 

PARTS 156–158 [RESERVED] 

PART 159—APPROVAL OF 
EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS 

Subpart 159.001—General 

Sec. 
159.001–1 Purpose. 
159.001–2 Right of appeal. 
159.001–3 Definitions. 
159.001–4 Incorporation by reference. 
159.001–5 Correspondence and applications. 
159.001–7 Substituted procedures. 
159.001–9 OMB Control Numbers assigned 

pursuant to the Paperwork Reduction 
Act. 

Subpart 159.005—Approval Procedures 

159.005–1 Purpose. 
159.005–3 Application for preapproval re-

view. 
159.005–5 Preapproval review: Contents of 

application. 
159.005–7 Preapproval review: Coast Guard 

action. 
159.005–9 Approval inspections and tests. 
159.005–11 Approval inspection or test re-

port: Contents. 
159.005–12 Plans. 
159.005–13 Equipment or material: Approval. 
159.005–15 Approval of equipment or mate-

rial: Suspensions, withdrawals, and ter-
minations. 

Subpart 159.007—Production Inspection 
and Tests of Approved Equipment and 
Materials 

159.007–1 Purpose. 
159.007–3 Production inspections and tests: 

Independent laboratory’s procedures. 
159.007–5 Production inspections and tests: 

Application for acceptance. 
159.007–7 Application for acceptance for pro-

duction inspections and tests: Coast 
Guard action. 

159.007–9 Production inspections and tests. 
159.007–11 Production inspections and tests: 

Yearly report. 
159.007–13 Production inspections and tests: 

Records. 

Subpart 159.010—Independent Laboratory: 
Acceptance, Recognition, and Termi-
nation 

159.010–1 Purpose. 
159.010–3 Independent laboratory: Standards 

for acceptance. 

159.010–5 Independent laboratory: Applica-
tion for acceptance. 

159.010–7 Recognized independent labora-
tory: Memorandum of Understanding. 

159.010–11 Changes in the laboratory’s quali-
fications. 

159.010–15 Contracting inspections and tests 
or transferals to another laboratory or 
person. 

159.010–17 Termination of acceptance or rec-
ognition of an independent laboratory. 

159.010–19 Termination of acceptance or rec-
ognition: Procedure. 

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 3306, 3703; 49 CFR 1.45, 
1.46; Section 159.001–9 also issued under the 
authority of 44 U.S.C. 3507. 

SOURCE: CGD 76–048, 44 FR 73043, Dec. 17, 
1979, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart 159.001—General 
§ 159.001–1 Purpose. 

(a) This part contains the procedures 
for the approval of equipment and ma-
terials when that equipment or mate-
rial is inspected or tested by an inde-
pendent laboratory or by the manufac-
turer of the equipment or material. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 159.001–2 Right of appeal. 
Any person directly affected by a de-

cision or action taken under this sub-
chapter, by or on behalf of the Coast 
Guard, may appeal to the Deputy for 
Operations Policy and Capabilities 
(CG-DCO-D) as provided in § 1.03–15 of 
this chapter. 

[CGD 93–055, 61 FR 13927, Mar. 28, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50733, Sept. 27, 
1996; USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49236, Sept. 25, 
2009; USCG–2012–0832, 77 FR 59785, Oct. 1, 2012] 

§ 159.001–3 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Classification society means an organi-

zation involved in the inspection of 
ships and ship equipment, and which, 
as determined by the Commandant, 
meets the standards in IMO Resolution 
A.739(18). 

Independent laboratory means an or-
ganization which meets the standards 
for acceptance in § 159.010–3 of this part, 
and which is accepted by the Coast 
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Guard for performing certain tests and 
inspections. In addition to commercial 
testing laboratories, the Commandant 
may also accept classification societies 
and agencies of governments that are 
involved in the inspection and testing 
of marine safety equipment that meet 
the requirements of § 159.010–3. 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
is an agreement between the Coast 
Guard and a laboratory that specifies 
the approval functions a recognized 
independent laboratory performs for 
the Coast Guard and the recognized 
independent laboratory’s working ar-
rangements with the Coast Guard. 

Recognized independent laboratory 
means an independent laboratory 
which meets the standards of § 159.010– 
3, and is accepted by the Coast Guard 
to perform certain equipment approval 
functions on behalf of the Coast Guard, 
as described in a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding signed by the laboratory 
and the Coast Guard in accordance 
with § 159.010–7(b). 

[CGD 93–055, 61 FR 13927, Mar. 28, 1996] 

§ 159.001–4 Incorporation by reference. 

(a) Certain materials is incorporated 
by reference into this part with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal 
Register under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51. To enforce any edition 
other than that specified in paragraph 
(b) of this section, the Coast Guard 
must publish notice of change in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER; and the material 
must be available to the public. All ap-
proved material is available for inspec-
tion or at the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA), and 
at the Coast Guard Headquarters. Con-
tact Commandant (CG-ENG-4), Attn: 
Lifesaving and Fire Safety Division, 
U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7509, 2703 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Avenue SE., Wash-
ington, DC 20593-7509. The material is 
also available from the sources indi-
cated in paragraph (b) of this section. 
For information on the availability of 
this material at NARA, call 202–741– 
6030, or go to: http://www.archives.gov/ 
federallregister/ 
codeloflfederallregulations/ 
ibrllocations.html. 

(b) The material approved for incor-
poration by reference in this part (sub-

chapter) and the sections affected are 
as follows: 

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION 
(IMO) 

Publications Section, 4 Albert Embankment, 
London SE1 7SR, United Kingdom 

Resolution A.739(18), Guidelines for the Au-
thorization of Organizations Acting on Be-
half of the Administration, November 22, 
1993: 159.001–3 

[CGD 93–055, 61 FR 13928, Mar. 28, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50733, Sept. 27, 
1996; CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51048, Sept. 30, 1997; 69 
FR 18803, Apr. 9, 2004; USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 
49236, Sept. 25, 2009; USCG–2012–0832, 77 FR 
59785, Oct. 1, 2012; USCG–2013–0671, 78 FR 
60156, Sept. 30, 2013] 

§ 159.001–5 Correspondence and appli-
cations. 

Unless otherwise specified, all cor-
respondence and applications in con-
nection with approval and testing of 
equipment and materials must be ad-
dressed to: Commandant (CG–ENG–4), 
Attn: Lifesaving and Fire Safety Divi-
sion, U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7509, 2703 
Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE., 
Washington, DC 20593-7509; telephone 
202-372-1392 or fax 202-372-1924. 

[USCG–2006–25697, 71 FR 55747, Sept. 25, 2006, 
as amended by ; USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49236, 
Sept. 25, 2009; USCG–2012–0832, 77 FR 59785, 
Oct. 1, 2012; USCG–2013–0671, 78 FR 60156, 
Sept. 30, 2013] 

§ 159.001–7 Substituted procedures. 

(a) The Commandant may substitute 
the procedures in this part for the pro-
cedures in any other part of this sub-
chapter. Each person known to be af-
fected by the substitution shall be in-
formed that the procedures in this part 
apply. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 159.001–9 OMB Control Numbers as-
signed pursuant to the Paperwork 
Reduction Act. 

(a) Purpose. This section collects and 
displays the control numbers assigned 
to information collection and record-
keeping requirements in this sub-
chapter by the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) pursuant to the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act of 1980, (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). The Coast Guard in-
tends that this section comply with the 
requirements of 44 U.S.C. 3507(f) which 
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